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FOUNDING OF LWVMPA

In 1969 a group of bright, energetic women who lived in a pleasant
college town decided to form an organization which would offer them
an opportunity to pursue their interest in local and world affairs,
provide a public service, and at the same time provide them with an
educational experience. The idea took hold almost immediately. Nearly
94 women joined within the first two months. The league flourished to
the point where it was considered a model in the community and
throughout the state. Its members concluded this was the beginning
and that, as time passed, the organization would only get bigger and
better.



EARLY LEAGUE OFFICERS and COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Sandy Warriner, Dee Van Horn, Ruth Anderson,
Virginia McQuaid, Joy Pastucha, Sue Nichols, Ida
Rush, Kay Smith, Gail Mitchell, Joan Gust, Nancy
Carey, Betty Anderson, Jean Lawton, Rosemary
Comtois, Ida Rush, Dee Kohrman, Betty Clason,
Sarah Delia, Dorothy Fetting, Penny Swart, Dee
Miller, Marge Bulger, Ethel Gallagher, Judi
Todink, Peg Adams, Eleanor Dawson, Nancy
Kaiser, Linda Binkley, Mary Lou Taylor, Elaine
Daniels, Sara Jo Kramer, Ann Geisler, Jane
Hughes, Rita Klosowski, Jo Anne Thompson



EARLY LEAGUE OFFICERS

AGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS held an organizational meeting last week, with election of
#. board of directors and nominating committee, New officers shown above are, back TOW,

right, Mrs, David Lawton, first vice-president; Mrs, James Rush, secretary; and Mrs,
chell, treasurer. In the front row is Mrs, Jerry Anderson, president, on the left, with
#hes Atkinson. of Birmingham. State Leacue President. 2



There once was a political mouse, who
voted by asking her spouse.

Then she paid her League dues, (she had
nothing to lose)

Now SHE’S the bright one in the house.

THE VOTER, NOV 1969
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You Can Votellf

You were registered by your City or Township Cletk prior to October 2, 1970,

You Can Vote Absentee If

You will be out of town or absent on election day .
Yon vote before the election on an absentee hallot .
You apply for and obtain an absentee ballot from the Clerk's Office.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, FEEL FREE TO CALL THE MT. PLEASANT AREA
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS:

1. Mrs. Jerry M. Anderson, President
Telephone 773-9590.

2. Mrs. Brian E. Smith, Voters Service Chairman
Telephone 773-3113

3." Mrs. Hans Fetting, Membership Chairman
Telephone 773-9514.

PRODUCED BY THE PROVISIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF THE
MT. PLEASANT AREA.

i lgzhve l:ague of Women Voters is a national, nonpartisan organization established
fofs B Purpose is to promote political responsibility through informed and active
[A‘u'nm{);mon of citizens in their government. The League never supports or opposes
afi, Political party or any candidate. The League docs support or oppose issues
careful study by members and without regard to the stand of any party. League
iy : issues ave never indicated in Voters Guides. The League of Women Voters
¥ "‘l:mmty zo; any views or facts stated by the candidates, Biographical
‘answer questions were secured by .
" own words and have not bee itlied. | - (W —————

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

© 17, Provisional L
biis b figue of Women Voters of the My, Pleasant A
* "M copled by the bress, provided only that the LWV is !rn:‘im::“
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KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY

‘Know Your Community’

By PAM KLEIN

o = Pleasant
Sun Ktaff Writer

Area League of  Your Community — Isabella League’s 1971 “Know Your P}:e§1denéesalt"aaﬁd£§lli§.rﬁsg
MO f € Women Voters County,” which received its Town’ book but also s eu:s un ;"s y p!
_MOUNT PLEASANT —_ In response to your public introduction at a including new information, Of“ 1e resu. ts. ~ 5
Need to know something request you're likely to be reception Thursday evening. took approximately five I'm ecsf?llc, she said
about Isabella County? Just directed to the League’s The 64-page document, months to complete, Thursday. “It really gives
ask a member of the Mount latestpublication, “Know partially a revision of the according to League, you o

sense of
accomplishment to complete
something like this.”
Production of the book was
coordinated by Kathy
Lindfors and edited by Sue
Nichols, both League
members. Lindfors
admitted work had been
difficult during the past five
months but called the
publication ‘‘the greatest
experience I've had since
I've been in the League.”
Nichols echoed that
sentiment, saying the book
was “‘a lot of work but worth
every minute of it.”
Distribution of the book’s
first printing of 3,000 copies
will take place within the
next few weeks, and copies
are available for $1.50 by
calling 772-0456.
According to statements in
the introduction of the book,
‘“‘the quality of life in a
community depends upon
the full utliization of the
services available to its
citizens. The purpose of this
publication is to point out
and clarify these services in
SRS a brief and concise matter.”
Commissioner; and

The book offers a guide to
Lindfors and Sue Nichols. Lindfors -
was coordinator of the book and Nichols served as its editor,

G ————
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"INALLY FINISHED — Members of the League of Women
‘oters proudly show off their new publication “Know Y(_)ur
ommunity - Isabella County”’ to community leaders during
reception honoring those who worked on the book. Sh_own
om left to right are Gaylord Courter, president of American

Security Bank; Roy Adams, Isabella Co
William Barrons, Mount Pleasant City
League members Kathy

unty administrator;

MP area league publishes booklet

Inabella Couty and the towns
and townships within it,
Other topics covered include
thehistoryand
characteristics of Isabella
County; township,
municipal and county
government; the justice
system;, public protection;
elections; health and social
services; parks and
recreation and education.

This year’s publication
includes information on a
couny-wide basis, as
compared to the 1971 book
which focused mainly on
Mount Pleasant. Lindfors
said the expanded focus was
decided on ““because there is
more and more interest in
the out-county areas, and we
are an area League.” Delia
added that ‘“in order to
further study the county you
first have to have the basic
information, which this
gives us.”

Other items of interest in
the publication include the
times of all township board
meetings, descriptions of the
governmental structure of
the county, Mount Pleasant
and surrounding townships;
a school directory and maps
of the city, county, school
district and Central
Michigan University
campus.




KNOW YOUR TOWN

‘KNOW YOUR TOWN”
was published in 1971.
Major topics include
education, city
government, planning and
history, recreation, social
services, Union Township
government




KNOW YOUR SCHOOLS 1972

> have published the booklet
ctory study of the Mount Pleas-
lo Barberi, (seated center), superin-
stant superintendent Jack Anson look
gue’s president, Kay Smith (seated left),
ork are (back, left to right) Linda Mason,

Times-News Photo
school study chairman; Gail Mitchell, assistant study chairman;

Dee Kohrman and Ida Rush, editorial board. The handbook is
published with the intent of providing factual information to the
community about elementary and secondary schools in the district,
Persons interested in purchasing a copy may call the League of
Women Voters at 772-0456,



STUDIES AND CONSENSUS

Local issues studied included the
revision of the city charter, K-12
budgeting process, juvenile services,
the housing code, library organization,
and local public transportaion
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GRANTS



GRANT PROPOSAL
GROUNDWATER EDUCATION MICHIGAN
Submitted by
The League of Women Voters of the Mt.
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan

Pleasant Area

In the interest of promoting citizen participation in the
local and state government process the League of Women Voters of
the Mt. Pleasant Area submits this grant proposal. We believe
that citizens cannot adequately take part in deciding questions
of basic import without being well informed of the ramifications
of the issue. What issue is more basic, indeed life sustaining,

than the purity of the water we drink?

through the auspices of public television
to air the drinking water quality video

he League of Women Voters of
that will

We propose,
station WCMU TV,
currently in preparation by t
Michigan and to sponsor a one
feature four individuals having expe
drinking water problem. WCMU TV reac
northern half of the Lower Peninsula and the eastern

the Upper Peninsula.

hour accompanying segment
rt knowledge of the safe

hes audiences throughout the
portion of

1 Response Act, Act 307 of 1982,
f environmental contamination sites
Peninsula, list

The Michigan Environmenta
requires that priority lists o
be compiled. In the northern half of the Lower
one, group 2,! reveals 12 counties having from zero to ten
identified sites, 15 counties having 11 to 21 sites, four
counties having 22 to 32 sites, one county, Grand Traverse,
having 44 to 54 sites and another county, Manistee,? having 63
sites. Three counties in the eastern half of the Upper Peninsula
have 11 to 21 sites of contamination. List one identifies known
sites needing further evaluation and interim response activity.
The area of Michigan that we propose to reach in this television
broadcast certainly has been contaminated with a variety of

pollutants.

In Isabella County, the location of the League of Women
Voters of the Mt. Pleasant Area, four sites containing
environmental contamination have been found and have received
ranked scores indicating a relative risk to human health and the
environment.? These are located in the City of Mt. Pleasant, and

1 "Michigan Sites of Environmental Contamination Priority
sts Act 307," Michigan Department of Natural Resources, June

1989, amended August 1989, p. 117.
2Tbid. pp. 188-193.

3Tbid. pp. 81-82.

GROUNDWATER EDUCATION
MICHIGAN (GEM PROJECT)1994

The League worked with WCMU TV
to produce and air “Drinking Water:
Quality on Tap”. Copies of the video
were distributed to various school
districts.

The League worked with Central Mi
District Health Department to
assemble 1000 packets of
groundwater protection materials for
distribution to local new area
homeowners and small businesses.



ACTIVITIES



1973

Registered 118 high school students on Government Day
Registered voters at Isabella County Fair

Televised public meeting of city commission candidates
Produced a Voter Guide

Aired “A Matter of Importance” (League program) on
WCMU radio

Conducted tours of the County Building on Government
Day

Published “Citizen’s Guide to Government”

League members were members of City Commission,
School Board, Planning Commission, Housing Board of
Appeals, Mt Pleasant City Charter Commission



10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
MAY 1980



- Happy 10th!

LWV celebrates decade of confidence building

By PAM ECKMAN LOWNEY.
Sun Staff Writer
MOUNT PLEASANT — The Mount
Pleasant League of Women Voters, which
had a reunion of sorts at its 10th annual
meeting this week, has helped its members

develop skills and increase their self-

confidence, the two founders of the group
said. .

Sue Nichols and Sarah Delia said the
individual lish tsof league

issues' and understand them” through the’
league, Delia said. . I ki
Developments in the women’s movement
have affected the league and its members
Nichols and Delia said. i 1
The league - previously met in the af-
ternoon but now meets in the evening
because so many women work and can’t

. attend the afternoon sessions.

_ “What's happened to the leagﬁe is'what's

members are as. encouraging as the ac-
complishments of the group.

“These people, because of their league .

experience, have had opened up to them so
many avenues of public experience,”’
Nichols said.

“We've taken more women out of the

kitchen than you would believe,” Delia said. .

Several members have won public office,
including City Commissioner Carol Scherer,
County Commissioner Kathy Ling, Mount
Pleasant Board of Education President
Virginia Kjolhede and Planning Com-
mission member Nichols. . '

“A lot of these gals got their first kind of "~

inkling of how government works through

the league,” Nichols said.

Delia and Nichols said women who win

 public office are not allowed to be board

members and are not backed by the league
because the group is strictly non-partisan.

In addition to members who have been

elected to public offices, other members
have learned skills which helped them in
their jobs. Delia said an example is
developing communications skills such as
writing pamphlets, speaking in public and
appearing on television.

Nichols said she learned lessons about
school millages which she teaches her
journalism students at Central , Michigan
University through her league membership.

“Many women have gone back to school
because they learned they. could get into the

ppened to a lot of volunteer organizatio;
thg(t’ are primarily ‘run by women,” Delia
said. - - N :

But the women stressed that the league
tackles many other issues and -is not
‘primarily concerned with the women’s
movement, although it does support
ratification of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment.

" The national League of Women Voters -

“grew out of the suffragette movemen ” in’
the 1920s,, Nichols said, “‘but it hasn’t been
really that.directly associated. with the
women’s movement. Its issues are much,
much broader.”

Nichols said when she and Delia were

‘trying to start a league chapter in Mount

Pleasant, they did not have a particular
issue in mind to pursue. g
“We just believed in what the league could

do,‘:’ said Nichols, who had been in a league

_chapter in South Dakota. Delia said her

sister was president.of a league chapter and
got her interested. - (o Y
" The we spent the of 1969
talking to service groups, ' canvassing
neighborhoods, studying Mount Pleasant's
economy, population and , government
structure, -and  conducting membership
meetings ‘and findnce drives. They said
about 10' to* 15 women helped ‘out that
summer; Yot AT S ;

The group received its charter that fall. In

" April 1970, it conducted its first annual

meeting to decide which issues to study for
the year. The 10th annual meeting was
Thursday and the league celebrated with
birthday cake and a reunion with charter
members who had left Mount Pleasant.
Nichols said organizing the league.
‘chapter was “one of the most exciting thing
T've ever been involved with,”
“I think that we have had a very; very
good response in the community,” she said.
" Delia said the league did not have to
overcome much resistance in the com-
munity because the national league is so
well-respected. q
“In essence, what we are doing is just
carrying on that tradition,” she said.

“We’ve taken more
women out of the
kitchen than you
would believe”

“Individual accomplishments
of league members are as
encouraging as the
accomplishments of the
group. These people, because
of their league experience
have had opened up to them
so many avenues of public
experience”



Sue Nichols, Sarah Delia, and Margo Power cut an
anniversary cake.



50TH ANNIVERSARY
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Sarah Delia

The honor of your presence is requested
As the League of Women Voters of the
Mt. Pleasant Area
Celebrates its 50™ anniversary on
Saturday, September 7™ 2019 at noon at
the
Commission on Aging,

2200 South Lincoln Road, Mt. Pleasant,
Michigan.

Marilyn Bidwell



MORE RECENT ACTIVIES



Voter Registration During National Voter Registration Day

Candidate Forums

Voter Guides ..Online and Print

Board of Canvassers Observation

PSA'’s to Local Radio Stations

Lame Duck Study

“Voting is Power, Use It” x2 Newspaper Articles

“"How to be an Informed Voter”,
Presentation for CMU’s Issue Day and

Newspaper Article, "Know Your Voting Rights”

Newspaper Article, "MICRC and Communities of Interest”
published in “Active Living”; “Tribal Observer”; “Epicenter

Virtual Town Hall Explaining MICRC and COI1

“Vote” Masks Were Distributed to Donors and Volunteers

Participation in Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting
Commission Communities of Interest Committee



ARS18ES5: League Of Women
Voters | Videos & Movies on Vimeo

?fl=pl&fe=sh


https://vimeo.com/401362808
https://vimeo.com/401362808

