
A BRIEF HISTORY 



FOUNDING OF LWVMPA

In 1969 a group of bright, energetic women who lived in a pleasant 
college town decided to form an organization which would offer them 
an opportunity to pursue their interest in local and world affairs, 
provide a public service, and at the same time provide them with an 
educational experience. The idea took hold almost immediately. Nearly 
94 women joined within the first two months. The league flourished to 
the point where it was considered a model in the community and 
throughout the state. Its members concluded this was the beginning 
and that, as time passed, the organization would only get bigger and 
better.



EARLY LEAGUE OFFICERS and COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Sandy Warriner, Dee Van Horn, Ruth Anderson, 
Virginia McQuaid, Joy Pastucha, Sue Nichols, Ida 
Rush, Kay Smith, Gail Mitchell, Joan Gust, Nancy 
Carey, Betty Anderson, Jean Lawton, Rosemary 
Comtois, Ida Rush, Dee Kohrman, Betty Clason, 
Sarah Delia, Dorothy Fetting, Penny Swart, Dee 
Miller, Marge Bulger, Ethel Gallagher, Judi 
Todink, Peg Adams, Eleanor Dawson, Nancy 
Kaiser, Linda Binkley, Mary Lou Taylor, Elaine 
Daniels, Sara Jo Kramer, Ann Geisler, Jane 
Hughes, Rita Klosowski, Jo Anne Thompson



 EARLY LEAGUE OFFICERS



There once was a political mouse, who 
voted by asking her spouse.

Then she paid her League dues, (she had 
nothing to lose)

Now SHE’S the bright one in the house.

                                                     THE VOTER, NOV 1969



PUBLICATIONS





KNOW YOUR COMMUNITY



KNOW YOUR TOWN

“KNOW YOUR TOWN” 
was published in 1971.
Major topics include 
education, city 
government, planning and 
history, recreation, social 
services, Union Township 
government



KNOW YOUR SCHOOLS 1972



STUDIES AND CONSENSUS

Local issues studied included the 
revision of the city charter, K-12 
budgeting process, juvenile services, 
the housing code, library organization, 
and local public transportaion



HOUSING CODE 
1972

CITY CHARTER
1974

KNOW YOUR SCHOOLS
1972-73



GRANTS



GROUNDWATER EDUCATION 
MICHIGAN (GEM PROJECT)1994

The League worked with WCMU TV 
to produce and air “Drinking Water: 
Quality on Tap”. Copies of the video 
were distributed to various school 
districts.
The League worked with Central Mi 
District Health Department to 
assemble 1000 packets of 
groundwater protection materials for 
distribution to local new area 
homeowners and small businesses.



ACTIVITIES



1973

Registered 118 high school students on Government Day
Registered voters at Isabella County Fair
Televised public meeting of city commission candidates
Produced a Voter Guide
Aired “A Matter of Importance” (League program) on 
WCMU radio
Conducted tours of the County Building on Government 
Day
Published “Citizen’s Guide to Government”
League members were members of City Commission, 
School Board, Planning Commission, Housing Board of 
Appeals, Mt Pleasant City Charter Commission



10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
MAY 1980



“Individual accomplishments 
of league members are as 
encouraging as the 
accomplishments of the 
group. These people, because 
of their league experience 
have had opened up to them 
so many avenues of public 
experience”

“We’ve taken more 
women out of the 
kitchen than you 
would believe”



Sue Nichols, Sarah Delia, and Margo Power cut an 
anniversary cake.



50TH ANNIVERSARY





The honor of your presence is requested
As the League of Women Voters of the 

Mt. Pleasant Area
Celebrates its 50th anniversary on

Saturday, September 7th 2019 at noon at 
the

Commission on Aging,
2200 South Lincoln Road, Mt. Pleasant, 

Michigan.

Marilyn Bidwell

Sarah Delia



MORE RECENT ACTIVIES



Voter Registration During National Voter Registration Day

Candidate Forums

Voter Guides ..Online and Print

Board of Canvassers Observation

PSA’s to Local Radio Stations

Lame Duck Study

“Voting is Power, Use It” x2 Newspaper Articles

“How to be an Informed Voter” , Presentation for CMU’s Issue Day and

        for Commission on Aging Virtual Event

Newspaper Article, “Know Your Voting Rights”       

Newspaper Article, “MICRC and Communities of Interest” published in

      Commission on Aging, “Active Living”; “Tribal Observer”; “Epicenter”

Virtual Town Hall Explaining MICRC and COI

“Vote” Masks Were Distributed to Donors and Volunteers

Participation in Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission

         Communities of Interest Committee

 Voter Registration During National Voter Registration Day

Candidate Forums

Voter Guides ..Online and Print

Board of Canvassers Observation

PSA’s to Local Radio Stations

Lame Duck Study

“Voting is Power, Use It” x2 Newspaper Articles

 

 “How to be an Informed Voter” , 
Presentation for CMU’s Issue Day and

Newspaper Article, “Know Your Voting Rights”    

   

Newspaper Article, “MICRC and Communities of Interest” 
published in “Active Living”; “Tribal Observer”; “Epicenter”

Virtual Town Hall Explaining MICRC and COI

“Vote” Masks Were Distributed to Donors and Volunteers

Participation in Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission Communities of Interest Committee



ARS18E5: League Of Women 
Voters | Videos & Movies on Vimeo

?fl=pl&fe=sh

https://vimeo.com/401362808
https://vimeo.com/401362808

