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The League of Women Voters
recently celebrated its 100 year Anniversary.
We are a non-partisan, grassroots group —

we do not endorse or campaign
for any party or candidate.

Our focus 1s encouraging informed & active
participation in government. The League actively
works to protect citizens’ right to vote and to
provide education regarding voting.




Spotting
Manipulation & Misinformation:
A Voter’s Survival Guide



This presentation will focus on several tips and tricks
for making sure that information you are viewing
about political 1ssues and candidates 1s meaningful

and accurate.




“Democracy cannot succeed unless those
who express their choice are prepared to
choose wisely”.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Elections belong to the people. It’s their decision. If they

decide to turn their back on the fire and burn their

behinds, then they will just have to sit on their blisters.

- Abraham Lincoln

So, another way to think about this presentation 1s

)



Being an Informed Voter
Prevents Blisters!




Be An Informed Voter:
Is your information meaningful?

Step #1: Recognize Propaganda



Propaganda.

A strategy for influencing, or
even controlling, behavior
by the use of specific
manipulative techniques.

By the skillful and sustained use of propaganda,
one can make a people see even heaven as hell or
an extremely wretched life as paradise.

(Adolf Hitler)

Izquotes.com

Propaganda is as powerful as heroin;
it surreptitiously dissolves all
capacity to think.

AZQUOTES




Advertising 1s a form of
propaganda.

It tends to be relatively
harmless....




BUTTER

But not
always! s

AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE

TO LUBRICATE OUR

ARTERIES AND VEINS,




You want to be aware
of when propaganda
techniques are being
used for political
purposes.



Joseph Goebbels was the
Propaganda minister for
Hitler’s 34 Reich. He is
recognized as a master of
propaganda. He was
obviously very successful in
getting the German people
to support Hitler’s regime.



Manipulation Technique #1. REPETITION

Repeat something over & over & over again...Eventually people will accept it as truth.

H.:"’.

Good to the Last ¢

WHEATIES




CONTINUOUS QUALITY
Manipulation Technique #2: IS QUALITY YOU TRU

Glittering Generality:

An essentially meaningless
statement that causes us to
have positive feelings —




VOTE STRAIGHT

DEMOCRATIC b4

7> ALL ROOSEVELT CANDIDATES

Vague and meaningless, but has big emotional appeal.



Manipulation Technique #3:

NAME CALLING - again, gives no meaningful information.




Manipulation Technique #4. SIMPLIFICATION

Take a complex i1ssue and claims it to be an “either/or” situation.




Oversimplifies — Be against gun reform or you will be forced to
give up all of your guns.

CHOOSE 1O FIGHT
SURRENDER YOUR GUNS

JonNIRA
v T




Manipulation Technique #5. DIVISION

Sets up “Us vs. Them” and polarizing “Either/Or” scenarios .

Purpose: to distract from the real source of problems & weaken the ability
of the population to form real solutions.

Us
Them




This 1840’s cartoon depicts “whiskey-loving” Irish and “beer —drinking”
German immigrants stealing the election and the cause of society’s
problems.
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SUFFRAGETTE SERIES NO I,

Us vs. Them

1s often also combined with
1llogical cause/eftect scenarios
that try to create an emotional
response — particularly fear.

| WANT TO VOTE, BUT

MY-WIFE-WONT-LET-ME




This vintage political
ad tells us that
women who want
the right to vote
(and their allies) are
“against” men.
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Manipulation Technique #6:

TRANSFER

A universally positive symbol or image 1s
used along with a product or candidate.
The viewer then subconsciously
“transfers” that positivity to the product
or candidate.




We associate the happy/cute 1mage
with the product being sold.




The Amerlcan Flag IS a A NEW VISION FOR AMERICA
perennial favorite in AMERICA FIRST -
political ads....
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ASTRONGER AMERICA



But he SEEMS like
a nice guy....

ln%gywam i

Adolf Hitler with Children



To Summarize -
Don’t fall for:
Repetition: hearing it again and again doesn’t make i1t true.
Glittering Generalities: Sound snappy, but meaningless.
Name-Calling: Wasn't useful when we were kids, 1sn’t useful now.
Us vs. Them: Not productive —just sows division and discord

Transfer: Attaching positivity from one thing to another.



Remember that propaganda 1s designed to manipulate you
through repetition or an emotional response.

— 1t does not provide meaningful information!



Don’t be manipulated by propaganda:

Newseum.org uses the acronym S.E.E.D. to help people recognize propaganda and reduce its influence.

MRV

Learn to spot the
S.E.E.D. of propaganda
before it takes root. 2

"M

Propaganda is information that’s been molded to influence what you think and do — for better
or for worse. This mind control isn’t magic; it's carefully cultivated manipulation. Your best defense:
recognizing the techniques propaganda uses to spread ideas and persuade the public.

implification xploitation xaggeration ivision
Propaganda reduces complicated Propaganda uses emo- Propaganda paints its Propaganda sels up “us”
issues to basic ideas and packages tional messages to play cause as unbeatable, versus “them” scenarios,
them with catchy slogans on universal weakness- without flaws or broadening divisions

and images so they're easy fo es, fears and desires. weaknesses. between different people,
understand and remember, groups and ideas.

Website information included in handout.



Misinformation:

If we want to be informed voters,
we also need to be aware of information that 1s

biased, maccurate.....
or downright false.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkwWcHekMdo&feature=emb_title

Tip #1: Check the Source
Tip #2: Look Past the Headlines
Tip #3: Check the Context



Tip #1: CHECK THE SOURCE



No author — big red flag. Anyone could have
written this!

Is the author stated?

Check their Facebook page.

Do a Google Search.

What credentials does the author have?

What organizations is the author affiliated with?
Could the author be a troll?




Troll: A fake social media account that spreads misleading information or discord.

May be computer generated, rather than a real human being.

May originate outside of the United States.

TROLL LIKE ANGER.

TROLL WANT PEOPLE AS
MISERABLE AS TROLL.




SPOTHETR@LL

Chloe Evans
@ChloeEvai2

Joined June 2014

196 Following 54 Followers

Is this a real person?



Profile images of attractive women

These fake accounts typically used profile images of women in their 20s. Thisis a
common tactic of internet charlatans still today.

READ FULL ANALYSIS »

Profile2 »

There 1s no such person as “Chloe
Evans”.

This profile was actually generated
from St. Petersburg, Russia.



This Facebook page described
events that never happened 1n
order to influence opinions
about U.S. political candidates.

¢

SPOTHETR@LL

FULL ANALYSIS:

Chloe Evans: Fear Monger

S

Hundreds of Russian Twitter accounts like Chloe were active throughout 2014 and
2015. They were identified by Twitter in 201/ as originating from the Internet Research
Agency (IRA) in Saint Petersburg. These were an early, highly autornated effort by the
IRA. Unfortunately, the agency has gotten much, much better at its job.

Early IRA accounts like Chloe pushed hoax events that never happened. These
included an Lbola outbreak in Atlanta, Georgia; Salmonella-infected Thanksgiving
turkeys sold in Upstate New York Walmarts; and, as in the case of Chloe, a chemical

explosion killing horses in Centerville, Louisiana.

Chloe Evans
@ChloeEvai2

But who's responsible? Obama? #DeadHorse

ntl - iar
niLouisiana

(RN Video Word US.  Abics  Asie  Lwope  Lailis Amedcs  Middie East  Dusisess Wkl

Plant Explosion in Centerville Caused
Panic




Check the Source Example #2:

“A St. Louis Doctor 1s Telling It Like It Is!!”




This video featured a “doctor” claiming to have
the “real” scoop on coronavirus.

Who i1s this man?

P

I googled him.
Turns out he 1s not an infectious disease expert,
and 1s not even a medical doctor.

He 1s a chiropractor.
His name 1s Eric Nepute. > 0:,,,25:?_9&_ G .

Vytas Safroncikas is with Martin Safroncikas and Shannon Echols
Haas.

April 8-

A St. Louis doctor is telling it like it is! Warning intense language!!!
He is pissed for good reason!

(Source link censored/deleted by fb, a video copy re-post... See
More



United States of America

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20580

I also found a
cease and desist
order from the
Federal Trade

‘ i VIA E.v-'t'lA{L T0 info@wellnesswarrior.club
Commuission ... i .

4225 Bayless Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63123

Richard Quaresima
Acting Associate Director
Division of Advertising Practices

WARNING LETTER

Re: Unsubstantiated claims for Coronavirus treatment or prevention
Dear Dr. Nepute:

This is to advise you that FTC stafT has reviewed your website at the URL
https://www.neputewellnesscenter.com/ in May, 2020. We have also reviewed your social media
pages at the URLs https://www.facebook.com/drericnepute and
https://www.facebook.com/neputewellness/, where you advertise products and services including
chiropractic care, intravenous vitamin therapy, and Vitamin D supplements. We have determined
that you are unlawfully advertising that certain products or services treat or prevent Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19).

Some examples of Coronavirus treatment or prevention claims on your social media
pages include the following claims from your March 25, 2020 Facebook Live video,
available at the URL https://www.facebook.com/drericnepute/videos/805791033249488/:




What I did NOT find were any sources that praised his information
as being credible — in fact, just the opposite:

‘Real Doctor’ Promoting Tonic Water
for COVID-19 Spreads Dangerous
Misinfi

A chiroprac against "fake news" and his advocacy for the curative

propertie s tonic water contain large amounts of dangerous
misir

This article is from one of several
reputable fact-checking websites
that will be shared later in the
presentation.

source: Snopes.com



https://www.snopes.com/news/2020/04/15/real-doctor-tonic-water/

Eric Nepute’s video was shared on Facebook
over 2 million times.




Example #3 — Check the Source.....
and introducing — Read Beyond the Headlines!

WASHINGTONEXAMINER.COM
Trump lands third Nobel Peace Prize nomination:



This article comes from a
newspaper rather than an
individual.

Is this true? How do you know
if the Washington Examiner 1s a
reliable source?’

WASHINGTONEXAMINER.COM
Trump lands third Nobel Peace Prize nomination:



Reliable = Consistently reports factual information that
can be verified as true.

Unreliable = Consistently reports information that can
be shown to be false.

Biased = Manipulation of information through selection & highlighting
of only certain facts & events.

Publishing opinions that only present one side of an
argument and/or consistently favor one point of view.



You can check the Reliability and Bias of your news source
with the MEDIA BIAS CHART
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RL-CHyzgK1Q

The Most Comprehensive Media Bias Resource

HOME AD FREE MEMBERSHIP TRANSPARENCY APPS/EXTENSIONS MBFC NEWS CHANGES/CORRECTIONS SEARCH MBF

Left Left-Center LeastBiased Right-Center Right Conspiracy-Pseudoscience Questionable Sources Pro-Science ¢

The Washington Examiner

1s rated as very biased & has [HGEG—G_—_——_———
mixed factual vs. inaccurate
reporting.

Share:

f ] pl=]tlSlinlr ]G]+

Extreme Left Left-Center Least Biased Right-Center Right Extreme

Factual Reporting

Mostly Factual

i MIXED |

RIGHT BIAS

These media sources are moderately to strongly biased toward conservative causes through story selection and/or political affiliation. They may
utilize strong loaded words (wording that attempts to influence an audience by using appeal to emotion or stereotypes), publish misleading
reports and omit reporting of information that may damage conservative causes, Some sources in this category may be untrustworthy. See all
Right B




Next step: Check OTHER Sources

Do a quick google search — “Trump Nobel Prize”

Trump nominated a third time for Nobel Peace Prize | TheHil

Hmm... a lot of sources that are familiar to
me are reporting the same thing —
and I also see the headline

“ Joe Biden Nominated for Novel Peace Prize”

& even mention of Vladimir Putin
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize too!

Sometimes you have to dig even deeper....



I started to wonder —
how do you get nominated for a Nobel Prize?
So I went to the Nobel Peace Prize website.
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Process of nomination and selection

As it turns out, a lot of people can nominate someone
— and the Nobel Prize Committee does not disclose nominations
until 50 years have passed.

onsidered valid if it is

The Committee has received 318 nominations for 2020.

The Nobel Prize Committee chooses 20-30 eligible candidates
for consideration from the nominations, among whom one is
R chosen to be the recipient of the prize.

ICY Institutes

A good question would be — who nominated a particular individual?

nt of organizations that have been

Committee (proposals by current With more information, it is apparent that making the “short list”

t S 0 Committee . . . . . .
of nominations 1s much more meaningful than being nominated.

» Former advisers to the Norwegian Nobel Committee
Unless otherwise stated the term members shall be understood as current {sitting) members.
Candidacy criteria

for the Nob

, see above.




BIAS:

y 4 : -
¢ 2 ». “Trump Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize”
/7, “Biden Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize”

These headlines & articles show bias —
- Headline draws attention to one person’s nomination over another’s.

- The article is biased if it reports on one person’s nomination without mentioning other
nominations.

- The article is biased if it does not give the bigger picture of the nomination process, creating a
distorted perception of the importance of a nomination.



LOOK PAST THE HEADLINES
Example #2



On November 18™, 2019, the New York Times published an article
with the headline
“How Scientists Got Climate Change So Wrong”.

Sounds like a piece that debunks climate change, doesn’s
it?




But 1f you read past the headline, you would
discover that the author was 1n fact stating his
opinion that scientists underestimated

the rate and severity of climate change.
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You really do have to read
past the headlines!




Tip #3: PAY ATTENTION TO CONTEXT




Remember that pictures & videos, as well as quotes,
can be misleading when taken out of context.




Save the Planet, Eat the Children

This clip was widely shared on social media
platforms & certain news outlets as being an
example of the “liberal” point of view.

Not only would this conclusion be an example
of a logical fallacy ....certainly not “typical”...



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWrGswMjdng

The woman in the video was a plant:

B FACTCHECK.ORG' Asiosictor e assoiirs bt pitk

DEBUNKING FALSE STORIES

Outburst at AOC Town Hall Was Staged

(ctober v, 2019

Quick Take

A political group took credit for planting a woms

Ask FactCheck

Q: Does a video shared on social media show
Joe Biden sleeping during a live television

; interview?
oused “eating babies” to address

climate ( p at ; town hall e dria Ocasio-Cortez. But A: No, The video was manipulated to make it

appear that he had fallen asleep,

some have still misrepresented the woman as S crazy supporter.”

Read the full question and answer
Full Story View the

A bizarre moment at an Oct. 3 town hall event with Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio

Cortez was seemingly designed for virality

Nearly an hour and a half into the event in Queens, New York, a woman stood up and

proclaimed that, due to clima e, "“we only have a few months left." Her proposed

Donate Now

Because facts matter.

solution? “We got to start eating babies.'

The exchange was instantly shared on social media and was shown the same night on Fox
Ne rison reporter fo ive w the Daily Wire
as “one of Ocasio-Cortez’s
constituents loses her mind over climate change.”
Coronavirus Coverage

Correcting misinformation
about the pandemic.

President Donald Trump's son, Donald Trump Jr., shared that tweet, writing: “Seems like a

normal AOC supporter to me.” The president then responded to his son's tweet, calling
| ) o Mgt Je talult

A quick look at
FACTCHECK.ORG reveals that
the whole incident was staged by

the
Lyndon LaRouche Political Action
Commuittee,

which supports Donald Trump & is
named after Lyndon Larouch.
Lyndon Larouche himself, now
deceased, served time for fraud,

obstruction of justice, mail fraud,
and conspiracy.




Vytas Safroncikas

September 29 at 11:48 AM - Q
Listen to what this poor woman is saying. She needs help! Leftism is a
progressive iliness.

Although this incident happened last fall,
this clip and its accompanying misinformation
1s still making the rounds.

Watch the full clip!
P 0:16/334 & @ . ¢

Dan Bongino @
October 3, 2019 Q3

"We have to get rid of the babies... Stopping having babies is not
enough! We need to eat the babies!”



HOW TO SP T FAKE NEWS

CONSIDER THE SOURCE READ BEYOND

Click away from the story to investigate Headlines can be outrageous in an effort
the site, its mission and its contact info. to get clicks. What’s the whole story?

To Summarize:

CHECK THE AUTHOR SUPPORTING SOURCES?

Do a quick search on the author. Are Click on those links. Determine if the
they credible? Are they real? info given actually supports the story.

CHECK THE DATE ISIT A JOKE?

Reposting old news stories doesn’t If it is too outlandish, it might be satire.
mean they're relevant to current events. Research the site and author to be sure.

L 5

CHECK YOUR BIASES ASK THE EXPERTS

Consider if your own beliefs could
affect your judgement.

Ask a librarian, or consult a
fact-checking site.




What Can You Do To
Combat
Misinformation?



We need to foster norms of discourse in
which it's OK to ehallenge what others say
without the econversation immediately
devolving into invective.

A community that encourages individuals

to point out when statements are false

(or unclear or vacuous) benefits
everybody by helping discern the truth.”

Stephen Sloman, cited in Tania Lombrozo, “Opinion: The Psychology of
Fake News,” 27 March 2018, National Public Radio.




BECOME FAMILIAR WITH FACT-CHECKING
WEBSITES:

Factcheck.org
Politifact.com
Snopes.com



factcheck.org
politifact.com
snopes.com

Q: But why should I trust these Fact Check websites?

A: Examine the process they use to verify information.
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Viral Spiral
Don't get spun by internet
rumors
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Our staff on TV and radio.

Party Lines
Misleading
points

FlackCheck.org




REALLY GET TO KNOW THE CANDIDATES

What experience do they have?
What are their plans for positive impact?
If already in office, how have they voted?

Where has their campaign money come from?



a couple recommendations:

PROJECT

justfacts.votesmart.or
VOTE SMAR'I' ~‘ y P

opensecrets.org

OpenSecrets.org

Center for Responsive Politics



justfacts.votesmart.org
opensecrets.org

justfacts.votesmart.org

Particularly helpful for
candidate resumes, voting
records, endorsements,

& positions on key 1ssues.
Also contains fact-checking
of statements made by
candidates.

@ justfacts.votesmart.org

POLITICAL
7“@3} < GALAXY

Ry Any Politician, Any Issue

Political Galaxy

Take a ride through the universe of facts on

am politician. Just select any issue and

nstantly arrive at every fact relat er? to that

person on that issue

OnPoint

Vote Smart 0 on smart phones. All the

facts you v aﬂt on the issues you care about,

nstantly on your phone

R

Find your political souimate

VoteEasy

Just click on a candidate’s sign to see their

positions on key issues OR compare your

ssue positions to those of a\ the candidates

Additional questions you answer will be
averaged in to find the candidate most like

Y/all
VOL

ULL( THAT’S
Ly BULL

Bull

The Bull marks whenever a politician's
comments have been proven false by
reputable factchecking organizations



justfacts.votesmart.org

Biographical
information.

John

Moolenaar
Republican

U.S. House | Mi
== not interested in this candidate

CANDIDATE SUMMARY

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Family: Wife: Amy. 6
Children

Birthplace: Midland, M|
Home City: Midland

Religion: Protestant

Education:
« MPA, Harvard University, 1989
« BS, Chemistry, Hope College, 1983

Professional Experience:
Director, Business Development, MITECH, 2009-2010
Adjunct Professor, Saginaw Valley State University, 2009
Administrator, Midland Academy of Advanced and Creative Services
Assistant, Office of Senator Bill Schuette, Michigan State Senate
Chemist/Industry Specialist, Dow Chemical Company
Director, Small Business Center, Middle Michigan Development Corporation
Director, Business Development, Dow Chemical Company

Political Experience:

« Candidate, United States House of Representatives, Michigan, District 4, 2014, 2016

2018, 2020

« Representative, United States House of Representatives, Michigan, District 4, 2015-

present

« Senator, Michigan State Senate, District 36, 2011-2014

« Candidate, Michigan State Senate, District 36, 2010

« Representative, Michigan State House of Representatives, District 98, 2003-2009

« Candidate, Michigan State House of Representatives, District 98, 2002, 2004, 2006
Member, Midiand City Council, 1997-2000

(Sl= IS Tsgs e s el = I = s s === =1 =]

0 answers from candidate
20 inferred answers

-> CANDIDATE'S POSITIONS

INTEREST GROUP RATINGS & ENDORSEMENTS

Budget:

The Alliance for Retired Americans rating for this candidate is 6%
Energy & Environment:

The American Energy Alliance rating for this candidate is 91%

< view more interest group ratings & endorsements

CAMPAIGN FINANCES

As of July 15th John Moolenaar had raised $1,040,962.06 and had
$576,344.65 on hand

< view more campaign finances

VOTING RECORD
This candidate has voted on 39 bills concemning all issues.
< view voting record on all issues

SEE MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON CANDIDATE, INCLUDING SPEECHES D




Contact information
Summary Top Contributors @

Campaign

More Campaign Contacts v

Campaign Finance i
Information

General

- 24

More Office Contacts v

Top Industries Top Sectors




Energy

Approval Ratings
by Special
Interest Groups




John Moolenaar's Voting Records on Issue:
Entitlements and the Safety Net

Office: U.S. House (MI) - District 4. Republica
on The Ballot: Running, Republican for U S

Voting Records

Entitlements and the Safety Net

T

National Key Votes

Bill No.

Outcome




OpenSecrets.org

Particularly helpful
for “following the
money”’ 1n politics

HOUSE

President Donald Trump >
Former Vice President Joe Biden >

Learn the Basics About Campaign
Finance
Learn the basics, like "10 things ev
should know,” and more about campa

finance.

Learn the basics >

Who are the top Dark Money
Donors? >

Explore our records >

LEARNING CENTER

W

Investigate Every Aspect Oof
Money in Politics
These data sets are a goldmine for
academic rnalists and

interested citizens.

Find academic research >

COMMITTEES

Seelhetopcommlttuss :
Dig into our list of Super PACs »
What is a PAC? > | | ‘;»‘.
L =

N . y

»

Create Tools To OEmpower
Citizens

Build y«
mashups or s
information ur comprehensive

resources.

Build your own tools >



opensecrets.org

and critical
information
about political
action groups
and “dark

money’ ....

SECTIONS

Dark Money Basics »
Dark Money Process»
Top Election Spenders »
Top Donors»

Top Elections »

Explore the Records»

Infographic: Follow the shadow
of Dark Money

Infographic: See how Dark
Money flows between
nonprofits

Dark Money Basics

What is Dark Money?

“Dark money"” refers to spending meant to influence political outcomes where the
source of the money is not disclosed. Here's how dark money makes its way into
elections:

Politically active nonprofits such as 501(c)(4)s are generally under no legal
obligation to disclose their donors even if they spend to influence elections. When
they choose not to reveal their sources of funding, they are considered dark
money groups.

Opaque nonprofits and shell companies may give unlimited amounts of money to
super PACs. While super PACs are legally required to disclose their donors, some

of these groups are effectively dark money outlets when the bulk of their funding
cannot be traced back to the original donor.

Dark money groups have spent roughly $1 billion — mainly on television and online
ads and mailers — to influence elections in the decade since the 2010 Citizens United
v. FEC Supreme Court ruling that gave rise to politically active nonprofits.

Citizens who are barraged with political messages paid for with money from
undisclosed sources may not be able to consider the credibility and possible motives
of the wealthy corporate or individual funders behind those messages.




Use the Media Bias Chart
to find neutral, reliable news sources.

Reliable = Verifiable Facts Bias = Manipulation through selection, highlighting,
and opinions that consistently favor one point of view.

Neutral, High Factual Reliability: Associated Press, NPR, BBC, PBS
Some Bias and Reliability Issues: Epoch Times (right bias), Daily Beast (left bias)

Bias and Reliability Issues:


https://www.adfontesmedia.com/

You can make a difference by politely calling out misinformation when
you see it.

Be diligent about fact-checking, and thoughtful about sharing.

1 8. 8.8.0.8
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Next: Reliable sources for voting information.




Vote 411.org

411

ELECTION INFDRMATION YOU NEED

Mi.gov/vote




